as President was almost nominal, and on many occasions
it was brought home to him that the rulership resided in
the person of the Chancellor for the time being. So he
made the best of a bad job, being another of those heads of
State who felt that he had been called by God to preside over
his Nation's destiny. The kingly trait has become very
common of late among Presidents, which must restore
the pride of Englishmen in their Sovereign, who can walk
about his land as an ordinary English country gentleman,
Miklas sought a means to minimize his association with
the Chancellor and that means was Dr. Guido Schmidt,
a man with charming ways who knew everything and every-
body. In fact, the von Papen of Austria. Schmidt's duties
consisted in reporting to the President, after access to all
documents from the Embassies and elsewhere, the daily
trend of foreign affairs. He became both a go-between and
a buffer, rounding off unpleasant edges before Cabinet
decisions reached the President.
Guido Schmidt became indispensable to both Miklas
and Schuschnigg, and after the latter's bereavement,
following upon the death of his wife, he found himself
drawn to the President's liaison. He appreciated how
Schmidt had arranged all matters relating to his wife's
burial so efficiently, and since that time in 1934 he had
come to make of him confidant and friend. To Guido
Schmidt, Kurt von Schuschnigg's mind was an open
book. He was enthusiastic over the prospects of an Austro-
German rapprochement. He saw in it personal advancement,
which the existing Austrian conditions did not allow. By
nature, he was out of sympathy with the Heimwehr and other
similar Christian-Socialist movements.
Dr. Guido Schmidt was brought into the Government,
his presence there, it was explained, being in the nature
of a guarantor for the Treaty of Friendship between
Germany and Austria which was about to be signed* No
one seemed to bother, and consequently to ask, why
Schmidt of all people,, should be chosen to hold the balance
between the two countries,
On Schuschnigg's part, it did not seem worth while to
mention Dr. Schmidt's German ties or his closeness to the
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